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SOUTH AFRICAN RADIO LEAGUE 
SARL NEWS SUNDAY 2 DECEMBER 2001 


This is Amateur Radio Station ZS6SRL of the South African Radio League, 
the National society for Amateur Radio in South Africa, with its weekly 
news bulletin. This bulletin is also available on the website of the SARL at 
www.sarl.org.za and packet bulletin boards. 


Here are the headlines of today’s news: 


NOMINATIONS INVITED FOR THE TINUS LANGE 7066 TECHNICAL EX- 
ELLENCE AWARDS 


AO-40 NEWS 

G3AQC’S SIGNAL SPANS THE ATLANTIC ON 73 kHz! 
RUSSIAN FEDERATION RETAINS MORSE CODE TESTING 
QSL BUREAU NEWS 

You are listening to ZS6SRL. The news follows in detail. 


NOMINATIONS INVITED FOR THE TINUS LANGE 7066 TECHNICAL EX- 
ELLENCE AWARDS 


Nominations are invited for the Tinus Lange 7066 Technical Awards. The closing 
date for submission of nominations is 31 January 2002 so there is enough time 
left to think who really deserve these prestigeous awards, but, do not delay, get 
going now. 


These two awards, the junior one for persons under the age of 25 years, are 
bestowed annually on persons who submit a technical project in any of the 
following categories: 


Design and/or construction of a project such as a pre-amp, SWR bridge, patch- 
ing unit, automatic ID-er, practical antenna idea, mast, portable gear, power 
supplies etc. or any software for use in Amateur Radio. 


The submission must include the following: 


1) The actual item (if size and mass allows it) or photographs (particularly 
in the case of antennas, mast etc). 


2) A complete write-up in article form with illustrations/pictures ready for 
publication in Radio ZS. 


3) All text must be submitted in MSWord or RTF format on a stiffy with 
two printouts on paper. 


Each award will comprise a framed certificate and R350. 


The presentations will be made at the dinner coinciding with the SARL AGM. 
All entries will be displayed (where practical, otherwise photographs). 


AO-40 NEWS 


Necessary adjustments to AO-40’s attitude to compensate for unfavorable sun 
angles over the next several months. This will silence the satellite’s transpon- 
ders for a while. Recent reports indicate that AO-40 continues to operate well, 
providing coverage between many parts of the world. 


Command station team member Stacey Mills, W4SM, says, however, that he’s 
puzzled and disappointed by the relatively low numbers of users on AO-40 during 
the last month or so. He said that now is prime time, and such good conditions 
will not last much longer until the three-month ‘bad angle’ cycle passes. 


A scheduled attitude shift to compensate for the unfavorable sun angle will 
leave AO-40’s antennas pointing away from Earth until next spring and lead to 
a transponder shutdown period that could start as soon as late December. 


AO-40 will remain in spin mode for at least a few more months. 


A favorable sun angle that would again allow pointing AO-40 directly toward 
Earth is not expected until mid-April. It is possible that the transponders may 
be left on during the first part of the move and be turned back on slightly before 
April 15 next year. 


Mills said earlier this month that ground controllers now assume that AO-40’s 
S1 transmitter is beyond recovery. The $1 transmitter quit abruptly in August, 
but before going down, it had produced excellent results. Ground controllers 
also have done additional testing on the 2-meter (V band) transmitter, which, 
Mills conceded, also appears lost. 


The current AO-40 transponder operating schedule and more information are 
available via the AMSAT Web site http://www.amsat.org. 


G3AQC’S SIGNAL SPANS THE ATLANTIC ON 73 kHz! 


Low-frequency experimenter Lawrence “Laurie” Mayhead, G3AQC, has added 
another LF accomplishment to his list-transatlantic reception of his 73 kHz 
signal. Word of the LF exploit comes just weeks away from the centennial of 
the historic transatlantic transmission of December 12, 1901, when Guglielmo 
Marconi, in Newfoundland, received the letter “S” transmitted from England. 


Mayhead reports that on the night of November 21-22, his signal on 72,401 kHz, 
which consisted of his full call sign was received in the US by John Andrews, 
WI1TAG, in Holden, Massachusetts. Mayhead was using dual-frequency CW-or 
DFCW-featuring elements that are two minutes long, and Andrews detected 
his signal using ARGO DSP software. 


Figured by grid squares, the distance between G3AQC and W1TAG was 5270 
km. G8AQC and two other UK stations have transmitted since the evening of 
November 21-22, but no further reception has occurred. 


Andrews said he lives in a residential area that’s not known for being especially 
“quiet,” so he’s puzzled that he’s apparently the only US station to hear the 
73-kHz transmissions from the UK. 


Last February, Mayhead and Larry Kayser, VA3LK, in Ontario, completed a 
transatlantic Amateur Radio contact on 136 kHz. The UK’s 73-kHz band is a 
2,8 kHz sliver of spectrum, from 71,6 to 74,4 kHz. The ARRL has petitioned 
the FCC to create two low- frequency Amateur Radio allocations—at 136 kHz 
and at 160-190 kHz. FCC action is anticipated in 2002. 


RUSSIAN FEDERATION RETAINS MORSE CODE TESTING 


The Russian Federation believes there are good reasons for the Amateur Service 
to continue with Morse code as a licence requirement for operation below 30 
MHz, and intends to make no change to its domestic licence conditions. 


It has told the International Telecommunications Union (ITU) that while it sup- 
ports changes to ITU Radio Regulation 525 on qualifications for radio amateurs, 
it considers they should include the code. 


Both the ITU and IARU agree that there is no longer a need for Morse code 
proficiency to be included in ITU RR 825. 


The ITU in its recent release of new minimum qualification standards for the 
Amateur Service did not include a reference to Morse code. 


The IARU Administration Council voted on 8 October, to support the removal of 
mandatory Morse code testing, and said that while “...the Morse code continues 
to be an effective and efficient means of communication used by thousands of 
radio amateurs ...Morse as a qualifying criterion for an HF amateur licence is 
no longer relevant to the healthy future of amateur radio.” 


QSL BUREAU 


A large number of cards had been received during the past two weeks especially 
fromGermany, Japan, the USA an Czecho Slovakia. The sorting is done almost 
done entirely by himself at home where the cards are delivered and picked up 
by Fritz, ZS6ASF. Some mornings he starts already at 04:00. 


Cards for division 6 will be mailed soon with those for divisions 1, 2, 3, 4, and 
5 about two weeks later and division 6 again about six weeks later., 


Cards for overseas destinations are mailed every 3 t 4 months thus Hal recom- 
mends that ZS amateurs do not mail cards frequently but say at 2 t 3 month 
intervals only. This way they will save themselves on postage. Also use only 
standard size cards of 90 x 140 mm. Cards are mailed in boxes into which these 
sizes fit nicely and larger cards will therefore be damaged when folded or they 
will have to be sent in larger envelopes which entails additional postage. 


Hal will also appreciate assistance with sorting especially on Saturday afternoons 
when his time is not occupied with saltmine activities. His telephone number is 
012 991 2285. 


We appreciate this unthankful task that Hal carries out so faithfully. 
GOODBYE TO MARTEN 


Two sentences appeared in last Sunday s bulletin in which Marten announced his 
retirement from the bulletin service and in which het thanks all who submitted 
news items. This may well have gone unnoticed 


Marten insisted that the bulletin should always also appear in Afrikaans. For 
a time he took turns with Egbert to provide the translation in Afrikaans and 
later Pieter, ZS6LC, and myself, ZS6NE, started to assist him. It is only when 
someone gets involved in this activity that one realises what perserverance, en- 
ergy and time is required to continue with this task. It also makes inroads on 
other activities which one wishes to pursue, such as caravan holidays which he 
and Gertie loves dearly. 


Marten I believe all listeners and subscribers agree with me when I convey our 
heartiest thanks and appreciation to you for everything you did for SARLNEWS 
and achieved through it for the SARL. Pleasant listening when it is not your 
own voice. SARLNEWS says goodbye but we will hear you many more times! 


The SARL News Service invites Clubs and individuals to contribute news regard- 
ing Amateur Radio to gth@freemail.absa.co.za. It will be highly appreciated if it 
is done in Afrikaans as well as English and sent as early in the week as possible. 


Also join us in the following activities: The President’s Net on Sundays 12:00 
on 7082 kHz; Amateur Radio Mirror International Sundays at 10:00 on 9750 
and 21560 kHz which is repeated Mondays at 20:00 on 3215 kHz. 


We thank all contributors, individuals, clubs and other organisations for contri- 
butions to this bulletin and all stations who so reliably relay the bulletins. 


This bulletin was compiled by Gustav ZS6BWN, and read by..........from . .. .. 
You have been listening to ZS6SRL. 
This bulletin now ends and Sarlnews wishes you a pleasant week. 


Goodbye to all. /EX 


